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The WSO will have a hard act to follow after this past December! “Broadway Holiday” provided a spectacular addition to
everyone’s holiday season. It was a record setting night in the box office and musicians and patrons alike continued to
celebrate late into the evening in the Capitol Lounge afterwards. Rest assured that Maestro Edelstein will have the
musicians well prepared to present some truly exciting and equally engaging programs in the coming months!

On Valentine’s Day, please join us for “Invitation to Dance.” This classical program will include four pieces that all draw
influence from the art of dance. Bartok travelled far and wide to collect the traditional folk dance melodies that he uses in
Rumanian Dances. The remaining pieces on the program- Prokofiev's Romeo and Juliet, Debussy’s Prelude to the
Afternoon of a Faun, and de Falla’s Three Cornered Hat Suite- all were originally conceived for the ballet. While there
won’t be dancers on hand for this concert, you can let the orchestra take you on an incredible musical journey that will
certainly have your mind dancing with some incredible images created by the sounds of our fabulous musicians!

In March, join us for the real dancers! Guest artist, Hector Del Curto, will be bringing his bandoneon and two fabulous
dancers for an evening of Tango music. Let the exotic flavor of this passionate music take you on an incredible South
American adventure. This program will certainly be a feast for the eyes as well as the ears. We will also welcome back
our former concertmaster, Dr. Ken Sarch, for a solo performance of the John Williams arrangement of Por una Cabeza.
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Calendar

February

13 Meet the Maestro Reception
Community Arts Center 5:30pm

14 WSO Invitation To Dance Concert
Community Arts Center 7:30pm

20 Free WSYO Concert
Community Arts Center 7:30pm

26 Close Up Concert
Mary Lindsay Welch Honors Hall, Lycoming
College 4:00pm

March

10 Free WSO Family Concert
TBA Noon

10 WSO Let’s Tango Concert
Community Arts Center 7:30pm

May

14 Meet the Maestro Luncheon
Capitol Lounge, Community Arts Center 11:45am

15 WSO About Heroes & Love
Community Arts Center 7:30pm

June

16 Dancing Under the Summer Stars

Hiram Rhoads house, the home of Marcia Miele
and Bob Elion 6pm

Conductor’s Corner

Happy New Year!

I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing holiday season. |
spent some of my break in Florida, enjoying the warm
weather and as | did in the Fall | was looking for inspiration in
the beauty of nature. This time it was the beach and the
ocean, the sound of the waves at sunset was striking and the
calmness and colors at dawn were breathtaking. With those
images in mind | can think about our upcoming concerts that
with no doubt will fill you with passion and enchantment. The
concert in February will feature great scores that were either
written for Ballet or simply have a dance character. Bartok
was a specialist in collecting folk music from his country and
the surrounding areas and arranged the original songs for
different ensembles. His Rumanian Folk Danceswere
originally written for piano and then beautifully orchestrated
for chamber orchestra. Romeo and Juliddy Prokofiev is in my
opinion the greatest ballet score ever composed together
with Stravinsky's Rite of SpringNo one can tell with music the
tragic story by Shakespeare better than Prokofiev. The
orchestra travels from the sweetest Juliet tunes to the

devastating ones at
are showcasing our principal flute in Debussy's Prelude to the
Afternoon of a Fauyna sensual and very atmospheric piece
that changed the way composers and audiences listened to
music. If you are open to imagination, you can literally see and
hear the colors of the music while nymphs are dancing around
a sleepy faun. The concert ends with a joyful suite from the
ballet the Three Cornered Haby Spanish composer Manuel
de Falla. Expect to be thrilled and moved by this great score!
This promises to be the perfect event for Valentine's Day!

And if you did not have enough dancing yet, we will bring you
close to the world of Tango, a genre that could be sung, played
and danced at the same time.

As you may know, | was raised in Buenos Aires, and | could
hear Tango everywhere, including my dad singing it in the
shower. Although | have to admit | only took a few Tango
lessons and still cannot dance it, | spent time listening to the
music of one of my favorite Argentinean composers, Astor
Piazzoll a. His “new Tango’
audiences and | am thrilled to bring some of this exciting music
here played by one of the greatest bandoneon players in the
world, Hector Del Curto.

In addition we will perform some more traditional tunes
including the famous "La Cumparsita" and "Por una Cabeza"
featuring the orchestra's former concertmaster Ken Sarch. |
am confident you will love these concerts and | can't wait to
share all this music with you.

Thank you very much for your continuous support to the WSO
and | am looking forward to seeing you at the performances!

Best wishes,

the | over




Hector Del Curto

For the WSO's

a pleasure for us to introduce a
truly amazing guest artist! Praised
by the New York Times as a
"splendid player", Argentinean
bandoneodnist, Héctor Del Curto,
has captivated audiences around
the world as a soloist and chamber
musician, sharing the stage with
the  world—renowned tango
legends  Astor Piazzolla and
Osvaldo Pugliese, pianist Pablo
Ziegler, clarinetist Paquito
D’Rivera, ballet dancer Julio Bocca,
the National Symphony Orchestra
(Washington D.C.), the Buenos Aires Symphony Orchestra, and
Teatro Coldn Ballet. After a Carnegie Hall concert in April 1999
with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and outstanding artists such
as Gary Burton, Joe Lovano, Pablo Ziegler, José Angel Trelles and
Maria Grafa; the New York Times highlighted Mr. Del Curto’s
artistry, making special mention of his "wistful, piercing solos on
the bandoneén."

Mr. Del Curto won the title of "Best Bandonedn Player under 25"
when he was only 17 years of age. This award led Osvaldo Pugliese
to invite him to play in his legendary orchestra, making him the
youngest bandoneonist in the history of Pugliese's Orchestra. In
1999, Héctor received the Golden Note Award from the Italian—
American Network in recognition of his artistic achievements.

As a conductor, he directed the spectacular show "Forever Tango"
on Broadway and founded the "Eternal Tango Orchestra" a ten
piece ensemble. Mr. Del Curto has produced a critically acclaimed
CD, Eternal Tangand the album was successfully released at Jazz
Standard in New York City in June, 2007.

Héctor Del Curto’s recordings include performances with Osvaldo
Pugliese and Astor Piazzolla on "Finally Together" (Lucho Records),
Pablo Ziegler on the albums "Asphalt" and "Quintet for the New
Tango" (BMG), "Tango Magic" (Sony Music—USA) on video and
DVD and "Tango and All That Jazz" (Kind of Blue Records), and Luis
Borda Cuarteto on "Linea de Tango" (Jazz and Fusion Records).
Al so he appears as guest
"Masterpiece", Paquito D'Rivera’s "Funk Tango", Ricardo Arjona’s
"Santo Pecado" (Sony International), and Shakira’s "Laundry
Services" (BMG).

Join us on March 10" as the WSO shares the stage with this
legendary artist!

Praise from our Audience!
|l " ve been attending the

the December performance was
LC, Williamsport

The performance [in December] was an amazing display of talent
and showmanship! It looked like a wonderful crowd!

MH, Williamsport
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Ken Sarch

i The WSQ will be pleased to
have Dr. Ken Sarch back on &
stage for the March§
Concert! He will be joining
us for a performance of Por
una cabezaas arranged by
John Williams. Ken is a
graduate of Julliard and is
the violin professor at
Mansfield University. He maintains an active career as a
violinist, conductor, and teacher. The office was hoping to
catch up with Ken for an interview, but he finds himself (as
usual!) engaged in too ma
Panama for the entire month of January conducting their
National Youth Orchestra. It will be a pleasure to have him
back on stage in March so that he can provide a wonderful
performance and the WSO can honor his years of service to
our organization!

Meet the Maestro

In December, the WSO tried a successful new event for Meet
the Maestro. On Monday evening before the concert, the
Capitol Lounge was full of excited patrons intermingling with
Maestro Edelstein and several of the many soloists involved in
t he “Broadway Hol i day"” c
beverages were served and wonderful conversations ensued!
After all of the introductions and discussions, participants
were treated to an impromptu performance by the three
soloists from Penn State. What a way to kick off the concert!
Be on the lookout for information on upcoming Meet the

Maestro events.. There Wi
“I'nvitation to Dance” and
for March’s “Let’s Tango!”

Featuring dinner, music and dancing to the
sounds of the legendary local band Voyage,
raffles, auctions and more! Come party with us
from 6pm until the stars come out at the Hiram
Rhoads house, the home of Marcia Miele and

Bob Elion. Event catered by Peter Herdic House

Restaurant. This once a year fundraising event
benefits the WSO. Invitations will be mailed in
May ...

Save the date!

Saturday, June 16, 2012
Open to the public.
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From Reuben’s Desk

It was very exciting for me to realize that January marked
the anniversary of my first full year as Executive Director.
Looking back on my experiences floods me with all kinds
of fantastic memories. There are moments that |
treasure, details and processes that | will look forward to
improving, and situations that were truly unexpected-
and often highly entertaining!

As the office finalizes plans for February and March, it
brings us great pride to know that we are producing a
robust season. Our first two WSO season concerts were
hugely successful, we were able to realize the return of
Pops in the Park this past summer, and we are grateful
to once again produce a free family concert this coming
March. All this is due in no small part to YOU- our
wonderful supporters.

Look for our annual fund brochure to be arriving in late
March. 2012-2013 is just around the corner and Maestro
Edelstein is putting the finishing touches on another
amazing season! We have plans in the works to bring
several of these programs to a much larger audience
through several new outreach initiatives. Help us spread
the word about what is going well with the WSO, our
“jewel of the community!”
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Proud Supporter of

The Williamsport Symphony
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viamedia

A marketing company that
builds equity position in the minds
of now and future customers.

We Grow

Businesses

Contact us locally at: 570-204-2000

www.viamediatv.com

WSO Education Celebration

In March we will be producing a free family concert for the
It will be held at noon on the
It is
shaping up to be a wonderful outreach for the community of

Community of Williamsport.
same date as the March WSO program, March 10™.

Williamsport and Lycoming County. There is a lesson plan
competition being held for local colleges and universities. The
winning lesson plans will be available on the WSO website to
any schools wishing to access them. The students who win the
competition will have the option of coming to one of five
partner schools to present their lesson and will also be on
hand in March to serve as a familiar face at the family concert.
The concert itself will be geared toward a young audience and
held in a non-traditional venue. Expect audience members to
be seated in the round with the orchestra in the center and at
various times, they will be able to mingle in with the orchestra
to experience the different sounds that the different sections
produce in a concert setting.

Young Artist Competition

While traditionally held in May, the Young Artist Competition
will be changing dates this year. The competition will be
moving to December 2012 so that it can be more user friendly
for both the participants and the WSO. The competition is
open to any middle or high school age musician in the
Williamsport Region. The competition is always very keen and
it is always exciting to hear the finely polished performances of
the young musicians who end up as finalists. Candidates will
need to prepare one movement of any standard concerto of
their choice. Vocalists may choose any aria from the standard
repertoire. The candidates will need to prepare a recording
with piano accompaniment of the piece they plan to use for
the competition.  Finalists will be selected from those
recordings and the competition will be held live at Lycoming
College. The winner will have the chance to perform with the
WSO the following spring and the runner up will perform with
the WSYO. Both will also receive a cash award. Check the
WSO website later this spring for timelines and dates for this

year’'s competitiom
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Congratulations to Jeanne Barkley for guessing the mystery
piece at the December con
randomly from 37 correct entries for the piece Hava Nagila

Mystery Piece Winner

As the winner, she will receive 2 free Anytime Tickets to use
for friends or family or to giveaway as a gift. Best luck to
everyone at guessing the Mystery Piece at the February
concert.
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married, or living with someone, she was like an FBI agent
And | was very ashamed to tell her that | was a tango
musician. Finally | said, "l play in a night club.” | didn't want to
say cabaret. And she answered, "Night club, mais oui, but that
is a cabaret, isn't it?" "Yes", | answered, and thought, "I'll hit
GKAA 62YlLYy Ay GKS KSIFIR @gAGK
her. She kept asking: "You say that you are not a pianist. Wh3
Making History instrument do you play, then?" And | didn't want to tell her
that | was a bandonedn player, because | thought, "Then sh¢
Few ever doubted Gl9tugeanius. Heevds u s swil'thfow e ffbl the fourth floor." Finally, | confessed and

Gary’s Notes

AV

admitted to the Paris Conservatoire at the age of ten, and eleven she asked me to play some bars of a tango of my own. She
years later he won the Prix de Roneits highest award. But he suddenly opened her eyes, took my hand and told me: "You
must have been an impossible student. He broke every rule and idiot, that's Piazzolla!" And | took all the music | composed,
challenged all authority. He could do anything except follow a ten years of my life, and sent it to hell in two seconds.

path marked by anyone else’s footprints. He matured sl owlly
composer and made many enemies along the way, but he knew Pre-Concert Lecture with Dr. Boerckel

when his moment had come and at that crucial moment, he was

surrounded by friends. Debussy attended weekly gatherings of

artists at the home of Stéphane Mallarmé, whose Aprésmidi d'un

faune inspired Debussy to compose the revolutionary work that

remains his best-known composition. Gustave Doret agreed to

conduct the first performance and quickly realized that he and the

orchestra had never faced such a challenge. Debussy came to the

rehearsals, made changes, and everyone tried again. The leading

musicians of France came to the premiere. In the corridor behind

the stage the conductor addre end
are going to defend a great cause this evening. If you have any

friendship for Debussy and for me, you will give yourselves SN /ﬁ‘f‘\ S

completely.” “Don’'t worry, ma m;’;, dluc
mounted the podium and waited for silence. The great flutist 5

Barrere unrolled his opening theme and suddenly, wrote Dofe
felt behind my back a completely captivated public. The triumph is What better way to enhance the concert experience than
complete, so much so that in spite of the rule forbidding encores | with a pre-concert lecture with Dr. Gary Boerckel? Gary has

did not hesitate to break the rule. The orchestra, delighted, been providing this service for many years and it is always
joyfully repeated the work.” extremely informative and fun. He always manages to dig past

the text book information about the pieces and can provide

The Lesson of a Great Teacher stories that give you historical, political, and cultural

Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992) composed tangos that speak the perspective on the works that you will be hearing that night.
authentic language of South American cabarets, yet they are The tradition continues prior to each concert at 7:00 pm in the
understood—and loved—throughout the world. Born in Capitol Lounge of the CAC and the event is free and open to all

Argentina, Piazzolla grew up in New York, where he played Bach concert-goers!

and jazz alongside the popular music of his homeland. Returning

to Argentina, Piazzolla played the bandoneém a type of Great Gift Idea,

accordian—in dance bands while cherishing the desire to become

a composer of symphonies and operas. In 1953, he won a Anytime TiCketS!!
scholarship to study in Paris with the legendary Nadia Boulanger,

whose students included Aaron Copland, Roy Harris, Virgil Have you ever tried to come up with the perfect gift for
Thompson, and many other leading composers and performers. someone? Something unusual, interesting and meaningful?
Here is Piazzolla’'s own accou nWeII,_R)ék nddrther! $hB Wﬁ)qsrbﬁ‘eﬁné Anyy{'ilinet Bnceft h €
known to her studénts as “ MadefQels ?opsixlelth‘?ough the CAC box office! You can purchase

When | met her, | showed her my kilos of symphonies and sonatas.vouchers for family, friends, coworkers, or even yourself that

She started to read them and suddenly came out with a horrible @7 € val i d for any of the WS
sentence: "It's very well written.” ... and stopped, with a big period, What a great gift for any special occasion! The lucky recipients
round like a soccer ball. After a long while, she said: "Here you arecan bring the

like Stravinsky, like Bartok, like Ravel, but you know what's wrong? 5 ,chers to the CAC box office and trade them for the best

| can't find Piazzolla in this." And she began to investigate my ,yjjaple seating in Section Il. For more information, call the
private life: what | did, what | did and did not play, if | was single,

WSO office or to make a purchase, call the CAC box office at
570-326-2424.

—
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WSO Billtown Brass

The Billtown Brass produced a truly fantastic program this
past November entitled Holidays CelebrationsThe following
is an excellent account provided by their dedicated conductor,
Richard Coulter.

One of <civilization’s great
musical ensemble. | wish that every one of you could
experience what it is like to raise your baton, look each of the
players in the eye, give the preparatory beat and then hold on
for the incredible ride that follows. That was certainly my
experience as the highly talented players of the Billtown Brass
opened our “Hol i days Cel
American Overture

The concert featured music from the holidays, celebrations
and remembrances that occur in the fall and winter seasons.
The tragedy of 9-11 was marked by our opening number and
a stirring rendition of America the Beautifulgreat trumpet
solo Mike Skotko). A Salvation Army officer that worked in the
canteens serving the workers in lower Manhattan composed
the arrangement. We expressed gratitude to our veterans
with Amazing Graceand the sounds and smells of
thanksgiving were celebrated with Hometown MiniaturesA
highlight of t he first
(Lycoming College Director of Bands) performance of the third

e
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Be the Maestro

You still have the opportunity to take a
wild ride with the WSO by buying the
winning ticket to Conduct the Orchestra
raffle. Your $100 will support one of the
gems of our community and give you a
chance for an experience of a lifetime. The
winner will receive private conducting

lessons with Maestro Edelstein, a chance

the WSO before the

performance, and a chance to conduct the orchestra live and
in concert at the CAC! Who could resist?? For more

information, please Call the WSO office at 570-322-0227.

to rehearse

WSYO news

The WSYO just finished its second colgiboration with the
t conduct a hi

(2]

Uptowr% I\/IouzicSCoIIelctisve. Once again, it was truly a night to
be remembered! There was a great crowd and the orchestral
rock initiative was exciting and engaging. They covered a wide
range of musical genres that spanned all the way from

Beethoven to Metallica. The WSYO played lush arrarbgemenlzs,
en

t1 ons concert Wi t |
while students from Uptown provided the vocaps, guitar, bass,

drums, and keyboard.

Please join the WSYO again on February 20" when they
perform a concert at the CAC. Dr. Eric Hinton will lead them in
a challenging and engaging
is free and open to the public.

Close Up Concerts

f wa s Dr . William Ci
The Williamsport Symphony Orchestra and Lycoming College
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movement of the Gregson Tuba Concerto Bi | | ' s p eprefest mmia forcsreall ensembles performed as it meant to

was a clinic on the sol o t Ugeacdose up@an inforind. Yhesd pBrformafcas’arg schbd@iddh |
beauty and the highest level of technical brilliance. on a Sunday at 4 PM in the Shangraw performance Hall of the

Music of Christmas and Hanukkah filled the second half. Mary Lindsay Welch Honors Hall, Lycoming College; corner of
Rhapsody for Hanukkaleatured wonderful music that 4th and Basin Sts., Williamsport.

certainly deserves more airtime on the radio. The beautiful

Almonds and Raisingith euphonium soloist Susan McKinstry Our next concert is on February 26, 2012 and is called MOSTLY

and Those Were the Days My Frienith E flat horn soloist MOZART . “ | t seemed to me that |
Valerie Whyman set a festive mood. Guest vocal soloist, Tom God"” moans Salier.i in d@anp ai
SheIIentgerger, brought down the house with his rendi,tion of Partitai n Pet er Amadéus ehe wosdwipdk @ng
{Fyal [ tF dza A Bhe audentd efpieniged thet 2 & %/a . . . . )

full range of the ensembl e’ shosgithe WO wjll hayedheir audiencefeglingopiydelighty ¢ 5 y
full raging brass and percussion, in Russian Christmas Music a't this incomparabl e mkisfoer wo

Not to be out done, the audience excelled in accompanying
the band with the singing of the Twelve Days of Christmasd
Jingle Bellsl, and the members of the Billtown Brass, look
forward to sharing more great music with you later in the
season.

Clarinet, Cello, and Piamompletes the program.




Congratulations Lycoming College!

Lycoming College has a long history with the WSO. It was the first Williamsport Home for our orchestra back when the
Susquehanna Valley Orchestra moved its base of operations from Lewisburg. They continue a long tradition of support by
continuously being a concert sponsor, providing facilities for events, and supporting the WSO through the Close-Up Concert Series.
This 2011-2012 academic year marks their bicentennial, and at the February concert the WSO is happy to help them celebrate their
forwardf ocused theme, “lnto Our Third Century."”

The College was founded in 1812 as the Williamsport Academy, a coeducational school serving a small but thriving lumber
community. At first, the Academy served only elementary school-aged students. With the advent of public schools in the area, it
expanded its offerings to include high school and college preparatory work.

Today, the College is dedicated to the undergraduate education of 1,400 students. Lycoming is one of the 50 oldest colleges in the
nation and boasts more than 16,000 alumni. Under the steady leadership of Dr. James Douthat, who is in his 22nd year as
president, Lycoming celebrates its position as a Tier 1 institution by U.S. News & World Report. Through its evolution, the College
has remained a bastion of excellence in teaching and learning for lives of service, leadership and achievement.

In 1848, under the patronage of The Methodist Episcopal Church, the Academy became Williamsport Dickinson Seminary — a
preparatory school for Dickinson College. The Seminary continued as a private boarding school until 1929, when its offerings were
expanded to include two years of college work and its name was changed to Williamsport Dickinson Seminary and Junior College,
Pennsyl vani a’ s f i r-gebr scloal.duriegdts yeaeschs ajunior vobege ainddr Rrasident John W. Long, the
institution forged a strong academic reputation, strengthened its faculty and expanded its physical plant.

Increasing national demands for higher education following World War Il prompted another significant step in the growth of the
school. In 1947, the institution became Lycoming College —a four-year institution of the liberal arts and sciences.

“Coll ege renamed,” h e a dylcdmm@ QGouriestudent heivspapetr, publishedlineNovenfber 1947 eThe
institution that, for the last century, had been known as Williamsport Dickinson, first as a seminary and then as a junior college,
had a new name to reflect its new status.

One week before Homecoming, on Oct. 23, 1947, the decision was made to call the school Lycoming —a name closely identified
with the Williamsport area. Specifically, it was the name of a stream which flowed south through the western part of the city of
Williamsport and into the Susquehanna River. The Delaware Indians had called the stream Legani-hanne, meaning sandy stream, a
name later written Lycaumick. European settlers called it Lycoming. The name had another historic root, a Methodist one. The
Lycoming Circuit was the name of the first Methodist presence in the area, and therefore Lycoming was a most appropriate name
for the Methodist college.

To learn more about Lycoming College, please visit www.lycoming.edu.
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